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C
L

1
U

A
P

P
L

IC
A

T
IO

N
F

O
R

C
E

R
T

IF
IC

A
T

E
O

F
A

P
P

R
O

P
R

IA
T

E
N

E
S

S
(C

O
A

)

B
uilding

address
520

E
ast

4th
Street,

B
ethlehem

,
PA

18015

O
w

ner
ofbuilding

H
ispanic

C
r
’

O
w

ner’s
em

ail
&

m
ailing

address

A
pplicant

Justin
T

agg

A
pplicant’s

em
ail

&
m

ailing
address

S
treet

and
N

um
ber

C
ity

C
O

M
P

L
E

T
E

.

H
istoric

&
A

rchitecturalR
eview

B
oard

—
A

pplication
form

,
photographs,

and
draw

ings
(tfnecessary)

m
ust

be
subm

itted
by

12:00
N

oon
on

the
last

W
ednesday

of the
m

onth
in

order
to

be
placed

on
the

agenda
fo

r
the

nextm
eeting.

S
outh

B
ethlehem

&
M

ountA
iry

H
istoric

C
onservation

C
om

m
ission

-A
pplication

form
,

photographs,
and

draw
ings

(if
necessary)

m
ustbe

subm
itted

by
12:00

noon
on

the
second

M
onday

of the
m

onth
in

order
to

be
placed

on
the

agenda
fo

r
the

next
m

eeting..

1.
P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
S

-
Photographs

of
your

building
and

neighboring
buildings

m
ust

accom
pany

your
application.

Skylights

X
M

etal w
ork

..2.L
L

ightfixtures

.
_
.

Signs

X
D

em
olition

O
th

er_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

State
Z

ip
C

ode

A
P

P
L

IC
A

N
T

M
U

S
T

A
7T

E
N

D
M

E
E

T
IN

G
F

O
R

C
A

SE
T

O
B

E
H

E
A

R
D

.
U

SE
T

H
E

C
H

E
C

K
L

IS
T

O
N

T
H

E
B

A
C

K
O

F
T

H
IS

A
P

P
L

iC
A

T
IO

N
T

O
E

N
S

U
R

E
Y

O
U

R
S

U
B

M
IS

S
IO

N
IS

2.
T

Y
P

E
O

F
W

O
R

K
P

R
O

P
O

S
E

D
—

C
heck

all
that

apply.
Please

bring
any

sam
ples

or
m

anufactures
specifications

for

products
you

w
ill

use
in

this
project.

X
T

rim
and

decorative
w

oodw
ork

2_.
Siding

and
M

asonry

2_.
R

oofing,
gutter

and
dow

nspout

2_.
W

indow
s,

doors,
and

associated
hardw

are

Storm
w

indow
s

and
storm

doors

Shutters
and

associated
hardw

are

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

X
Paint

(Subm
it

color
chips

—
H

A
R

B
only)

3.
D

R
A

W
IN

G
S

O
F

P
R

O
P

O
S

E
D

W
O

R
K

—
R

equired
draw

ings
m

ust
accom

pany
your

application.
Please

subm
it

O
N

E

O
R

IG
IN

A
L

A
N

D
T

E
N

(10)
C

O
P

IE
S

O
f

D
R

A
W

IN
G

S.
P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
S

,
A

P
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

FO
R

M
,

A
N

D
A

N
Y

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

A
T

IO
N

S

X
A

lteration,renovation,
restoration

(1/4
or

l/8”=
l’O

”
scale

draw
ings

required
IF

w
alls

or
openings

altered.)

N
ew

addition
(1/4”

or
l/8”=

l’O
”

scale
draw

ings:
elevations,

floor
plans,

site
plan)

N
ew

building
or

structure
(1/4”

or
1/8”=l’O

”
scale

draw
ings:

elevations,
floor

plans,
site

plan)
X

D
em

olition,rem
oval

of
building

features
or

building
(1/4”

or
118”=l‘0”

scale
draw

ings:
elevation

ofrem
aining

site

and
site

plan)

4.
D

E
S

C
R

IB
E

P
R

O
JE

C
T

—
D

escribe
any

w
ork

checked
in

#2
and

#3
above.

A
ttach

additional
sheets

as
needed.

Interior
R

enovations
/

B
uilding

D
em

olition.
N

ew
L

andscaping
IN

ew
E

xterior
C

anopy,
A

D
A

R
am

p,
and

Stairs.
E

xterior
facade

R
estoration

in
selected

areas.

5.
A

P
P

L
IC

A
N

T
’S

S
IG

N
A

T
U

R
E

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
D

A
T

E
:_

7
-9

-1
8
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R
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R
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R
E

M
O

V
E

E
X

IST
IN

G
SIG

N
A

G
E

A
N

D
PL

Y
W

O
O

D
C

O
V

E
R

T
O

E
X

P
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T

R
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O
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R
E
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O

V
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A
LL

E
X

IST
IN

G
C

O
N

C
R

E
T

E
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A
SPH

A
L

T
—

R
E

M
O

V
E

E
X

IST
IN

G
R

A
M

P,
L

A
N

D
IN

G
,

R
A

ILIN
G

,
C

A
N

O
PY

,
A

N
D

D
O

O
R

S

IN
T

E
R

IO
R

D
E

M
O

L
IT

IO
N

O
N
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D
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M
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L
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E
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G
B

U
IL

D
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R
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R
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R
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T
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R
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J E
[4sJt\

2358
S

unshine
R

oad,
S

uite
200,

A
llentow

n,
PA

18103
P

hone:
610.797.4200

Fax:
610.797.4600

E
N

G
IN

E
E

R
IN

G
geninfo@

ienaengineering.com
w

w
w

.jenaengineering.com

C
iv

il
I

S
tru

c
tu

ra
l

E
n

g
in

e
e
rs

a
n
d

S
u
rv

e
y
o
rs

M
r.

L
ee

L
evicoff

N
etw

ork
D

irector
P

tanning
&

C
onstruction

M
anagem

ent
St.

L
uke’s

U
niversity

H
ealth

N
etw

ork
801

O
strum

S
treet

B
ethlehem

,
PA

18015

R
e:

H
ispanic

C
enter

520
E

ast
Fourth

S
treet

C
ity

of
B

ethlehem
,

N
ortham

pton
C

o.,
PA

D
ear

L
ee,

W
ith

respect
to

the
above

captioned
subject

w
e

have
visited

the
building

at
the

above
captioned

location
on

Friday,
23

M
arch

2018
for

the
purposes

of
perform

ing
a

w
alk

thru
visual

assessm
en

t
of

the
existing

building.
T

he
property

contains
3

structures
interconnected.

T
he

existing
stone

structure
to

the
right

side
of

the
photograph

below
,

the
brick

structure
connected

to
the

rear
of

the
stone

structure
and

the
house

connected
to

the
brick

structure
on

the
left

side
of

the
photograph

below
.

18
A

pril
2018

Photograph
1

Show
ing

the
H

ispanic
C

enter
including

stone
structure

to
rightside

of
picture,

house
to

teftside
of

picture
and

brick
connecting

structure
betw

een
to

the
rear

1



H
ispanic

C
enter

30
M

arch
2018

P
age

2

T
his

report
w

ill
be

lim
ited

to
the

evaluation
of

the
w

ood
fram

ed
house

constructed
in

1935
according

to
available

N
ortham

pton
C

ounty
records,

Itw
as

purchased
by

the
C

ouncil
of

S
panish

S
peaking

O
rganization

of
the

L
ehigh

V
alley

in
January,

1979
and

subsequently
converted

for
office

use
as

part
of

the
H

ispanic
C

enter.

W
hen

looking
throughout

the
existing

converted
hom

e,
there

w
ere

several
concerns

noted
particularly

the
u
n
ev

en
n
ess

of
the

firstfloor,
particularly

w
here

the
house

connects
to

the
brick

structure
to

the
tear

as
result

of
settlem

ent
of

the
house

since
constructed

in
1935.

A
lso

this
continues

throughout
the

house
w

herein
m

ethod’s
of

structural
repairs

w
ere

m
ade

to
stabilize

the
w

ood
fram

ed
structure

inclusive
of

S
im

pson
S

trong-T
ies

w
ith

thread
rods

w
ere

previously
installed

at
the

stairw
ay

to
the

second
floor

as
can

be
seen

in
P

hotographs
2

and
3

below
.

2

rilotograph
2

S
how

ing
S

im
pson

S
trong-T

ie
installed

in
firstfloor

ceiling
at

stairw
ay

to
2rid

floor.



H
ispanic

C
enter

30
M

arch
2018

P
age

3

S
how

ing
exposed

threaded
rod

and
nut

from
S

im
pson

S
trong-lie

at
the

stairw
ay.

FA
P

hotograph
3

C
oncern

noted
is

the
longevity

of
the

repair
and

likelihood
that

further
additional

repairs
needing

to
be

m
ade

as
structural

settlem
ent

progresses.
W

hile
w

alking
around

the
affic/3

floor
area

the
sagging

of
the

ceiling
w

as
noted

as
show

n
in

P
hotograph

4
below

.

S
how

ing
sagging/bulging

dow
nw

ard
of

ceiling
at

the
center

of
the

picture
and

above
the

w
indow

at
the

left
of

the
picture.

3



H
ispanic

C
enter

30
M

arch
2018

P
age

4

W
hile

in
the

basem
ent

of
the

form
er

house,
there

w
as

significantw
ater

staining
noted

on
the

concrete
floor

as
can

be
seen

in
P

hotograph
5

below
.

Show
ing

w
ater

staining
on

the
concrete

basem
ent

floor.

W
ater

staining
is

a
result

of
w

ater
infiltration

indicative
of

a
lack

of
w

aterp
ro

o
fin

g
/d

am
p

proofing
on

th
e

exterior
of

th
e

b
asem

en
t

w
alls.

T
he

lack
of

dam
p/w

aterproofing
is

typical
w

ith
m

any
buildings

co
n

stru
cted

during
th

at
tim

e
period.

01
additional

co
n

cern
w

hile
w

alking
aro

u
n

d
in

th
e

b
asem

en
t

is
th

e
p

rev
alen

ce
of

non
M

C
w

iring
in

th
e

h
o
u
se

as
can

be
seen

in
P

h
o

to
g

rap
h

6
below

. ¶
7

P
hotograph

5

4



H
ispanic

C
enter

30
M

arch
2018

P
age

2

Show
ing

extensive
am

ount
of

w
iring

not
in

M
etal

C
onduit

as
required

by
C

ode
in

office
buildings

rnotograph
6

A
lso

noted
w

hen
view

ing
the

restroom
in

P
hotograph

7
below

is
the

lack
ofA

D
A

required
accessibility.

P
hotograph

7

E
xisting

restroom
w

/o
grab

bars,
etc.

5



H
ispanic

S
ociety

30
M

arch
2018

P
age

6

O
bviously

w
ith

any
renovations

to
the

facility,
upgrades

w
ill

be
required

to
the

w
iring

to
conform

to
current

building
codes

as
w

ell
as

the
expenditure

of
up

to
20%

of
renovation

costs
to

m
ake

the
facility

A
D

A
accessible.

W
ith

the
building

having
num

erous
handicap

accessibility
issu

es
and

the
extensive

w
ork

that
w

ould
be

necessary
to

renovate
the

building
(large

costs)
for

any
intended

use,
along

w
ith

m
any

other
challenges,

(environm
ental--w

ater
infiltration)

w
hich

present
them

selves,
it

m
ay

m
ake

the
adaptive

reuse
of

this
existing

building,
financially

prohibitive.
A

lso,
another

item
of

concern,
is

the
need

to
adjust

and/or
add

m
ore

structural
engineering

m
easures

to
stabilize

the
existing

structure
as

itrelates
to

continued
settlem

ent/shifting.
C

onsequently,
the

liability
that

m
ay

occur
ifany

of
H

C
LV

’s
clients

or
personnel

use
the

stairs
to

gain
access

to
the

floor
above

(not
in

very
good

sh
ap

e
either)

falls
or

injures
them

selves
in

any
w

ay
and

is
inclined

to
litigate

I
sue,

the
H

ispanic
C

enter’s
defense

w
ould

not
be

sufficient
for

a
ruling

in
their

favor.

Should
you

have
further

questions,
please

do
not

hesitate
to

contact
the

undersigned.

S
incerely

B
ryan

L.
R

itter,
P.E

.
P

resident

6



L
u
-
ti.

,-
t
v

e
I
,u

e
L

S
uite

100
B

ethlehem
,

PA
18017

T:
610-231-0600

F:
610-231-2033

w
w

w
.pennoni.com

A
pril

19,
2018

STLU
K

18005

M
r.

Lee
L

evicoff,
N

etw
ork

V
ice

P
resident

Planning
and

C
onstruction

M
anagem

ent
St.

L
uke’s

U
niversity

H
ealth

N
etw

ork
801

O
strum

S
treet

B
ethlehem

,
PA

18015

R
E:

H
O

U
SE

SU
R

V
EY

O
F

EX
ISITN

G
C

O
N

D
IT

IO
N

S
520

E
4TH

ST,
B

E
T

H
L

E
H

E
M

,
PA

18015

D
ear

M
r.

L
evicoff:

P
er

your
request,

w
e

visited
the

referenced
site

on
W

ednesday
A

pril
18,

2018.
T

he
purpose

of
our

visit
w

as
to

m
ake

observations
of

the
existing

conditions
of

the
house.

It
should

be
noted

th
at

this
rep

o
rt

is
based

solely
on

visual
observations

m
ade

w
hile

at
the

site
and

represents
no

guarantee,
either

w
ritten

or
im

plied,
th

at
all

conditions
w

ere
observed.

B
ackground

T
he

house
(approxim

ately
17’x40’)

is
a

three-story
w

ood
fram

ed
structure

w
ith

vinyl
siding,

a
full

basem
ent,

rubble
stone

foundation
w

alls
(See

P
hoto

1).T
he

2x
first,

second
floor

and
attic

joists
span

th
e

short
direction

(E
ast

to
W

est)
of

the
house.

T
he

m
ain

roof
has

a
A

fram
e

running
east

to
w

est
in

th
e

m
iddle

w
ith

a
dorm

er
out

the
front

(N
orth)

and
a

reverse
A

in
the

back
(South)

of
the

house.

T
he

house
is

currently
used

as
office

space
for

the
H

ispanic
C

enter
L

ehigh
V

alley.

O
bservations

T
he

observations
from

the
exterior

w
ere

lim
ited

due
to

the
vinyl

siding
covering

the
exterior

façade.
W

e
did

observe
th

at
the

gable
end

on
the

w
est

side
of

the
m

ain
roof

w
as

pushed
outw

ard
tow

ard
the

ad
jacen

t
property

(See
P

hoto
2).

T
his

w
as

further
investigated

in
the

attic
and

is
discussed

later
in

this
report.

T
he

b
asem

en
t

foundation
w

all
is

constructed
of

rubble
stone.

A
crack

w
as

observed
at

the
corner

o
f

an
opening

in
the

foundation
w

all
(See

P
hoto

3)

T
he

first-floor
fram

ing
w

as
observed

from
the

basem
ent.

T
he

w
ere

2”x
9.5”

joists
at

approxim
ately

18”
o.c.

spanning
east

to
w

est.
T

here
w

as
a

beam
supporting

the
first-floor

joists
at

th
e

front
27’

of
th

e
basem

ent.
W

here
the

triple
2x

beam
stopped

it
w

as
supported

by
a

w
ood

post.
T

he
w

ood
beam

ro
tated

significantly
(See

P
hoto

4).
A

dditionally,
the

w
ood

post
at

this
location

w
as

out
of

plum
b

(See
P

hoto
5).



ST
L

U
K

1800S
A

pril
19,

2018
P

age2
j
e
e

L
evicoff,

N
etw
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A
djacent

to
the

floor
opening

for
the

stair
at

the
first

floor
fram

ing
it

w
as

observed
th

at
a

fire
had

previously
occurred,

and
charring

w
as

present
on

the
floor

joists
(See

Photo
6).A

t
one

location
w

e
noted

a
floor

joist
had

m
etal

ties
installed

to
laterally

brace
the

floor
beam

at
the

edge
ofthe

stair
opening

(See
P

hoto
7).

T
he

second
floor

fram
ing

adjacent
to

the
stair

opening
also

had
tw

o
m

etal
ties

installed
at

the
floor

joist
and

the
2x

beam
fram

ing
the

stair
opening

(See
photo

8).T
he

m
etalties

w
ere

installed
to

lim
it

the
rotation

of
the

beam
at

the
edge

of
the

fram
ing

around
the

stairs.

A
tthe

second
floor

w
e

noted
th

at
the

bathroom
and

office
at

the
south

end
of

the
structure,

along
w

ith
the

hallw
ay

in
this

area,
w

as
not

level
and

appeared
to

be
sloping

tow
ard

the
interior

of
the

building.
S

ettlem
ent

cracks
w

ere
observed

at
the

second
floor

finishes
consistent

w
ith

the
observed

floor
settlem

ent.
A

dditional
finish

cracking
w

as
noted

at
the

north
end

of
the

second
floor.

A
t the

top
ofthe

stairs
to

th
e

attic
a

levelw
as

used
to

determ
ine

the
levelness

of
the

floor.
W

e
m

easured
the

floor
to

be
out

of
level

approxim
ately

1,75”
over

4’
(See

P
hoto

9).
Significant

cracking
w

as
observed

in
the

finishes
in

the
attic

and
som

e
ofthe

cracking
appeared

to
be

recent
(See

P
hoto

10).
A

tthe
ceiling

of
the

attic
space

w
e

noted
irregularity

of
the

ceiling
finishes

w
hich

w
as

consistent
w

ith
the

settlem
ent/m

ovem
ent

in
the

structure
previously

noted.

T
he

w
est

gable
end

w
all

at
the

attic
w

as
out

of
plum

b
approxim

ately
1”

over
4’

(See
P

hoto
11).

This
m

ovem
ent

w
as

visible
from

the
exterior

of
the

building
as

noted
earlier

in
th

is
rep

o
rt.

C
onclusions/R

ecom
m

endations

A
t

the
site

w
e

noted
th

at
th

e
stair

openings
in

the
floors

all
stack

on
top

of
each

other
and

are
located

at
the

w
est

exterior
w

all
of

the
structure.

M
ovem

ent
at

the
fram

ing
around

the
stair

has
been

an
ongoing

issue
and

has
had

tem
porary

m
easures

to
m

itigate
the

m
ovem

ent
installed.

T
he

lateral
stability

of
the

first-floor
beam

and
post

is
a

significant
concern.

T
he

m
ovem

ent
noted

throughout
the

structure
above

is
concentrate

in
the

area
of

this
rotated

beam
and

out
of

plum
b

post.
T

he
attic

gable
w

all
on

the
w

est
side

is
not

lateral
braced

over
approxim

ately
tw

o
stories

and
this

is
likely

at
least

partially
th

e
reason

for
the

observed
m

ovem
ent

in
the

w
all.

B
ased

on
our

observations,
there

are
structural

deficiencies
in

the
house

structure
w

hich
requite

repair
to

provide
a

safe
building.

Significant
w

ork
w

ould
need

to
be

perform
ed

to
brace

the
w

alls
and

fram
ing,

level
the

floors,
and

address
the

m
any

cosm
etic

and
finish

issues
created

by
the

structural
deficiencies.

T
he

w
ork

to
repair

the
structure

w
ould

likely
exceeded

th
e

value
of

the
structure.

Ifyou
have

any
questions

regarding
this

report,
please

do
not

hesitate
to

contact
our

office.

Sincerely,

PE
N

N
O

N
I

A
SSO

C
IA

TES
IN

C
.

W
.

W
eitknecht,

PE,SI
S

tructural
D

ivision
M

anager
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